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Rep. Ric Killian, a Republican from Charlotte, applies what he has learned as a lieutenant colonel in the Army Reserve
to life asa junior lawmaker in the minority party.
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A battlefield approach to politics

Representative's military skills prove handy in testing, then
overcoming, boundaries

BY MARK JOHNSON, Staff Writer
Comment on this story

RALEIGH - Rep. Ric Killian, a lieutenant colonel in the Army Reserve, had already scoped out the
unfriendly terrain.

He was proposing a bill that would tighten the driver's license regulations on older drivers,
frequent voters whom politicians alienate at their peril. And the opposing party, Democrats,
controlled the committee hearing the bill.

Killian, a Republican from Charlotte, anticipated hefty opposition. So he delivered an extensive
presentation on accident statistics and the potential benefit of older drivers taking a driver's
license test more often. Then he got outflanked, not by a Democrat, but by a fellow Republican.
Rep. Bill McGee, a 73-year-old from Forsyth County, gutted Killian's bill.

Call it legislative lesson No. 52 for Killian. He has made himself a walking case study for what a
junior member of the minority party in the legislature can accomplish, what he can get passed
into law and what gets a back bencher shot down, often along party lines, but not always.

Killian is defying the stereotype of idealistic but frustrated young legislators who try to
transform state government in one term. Instead, he spent his first two years learning the
legislature and now, in his second term, is making targeted efforts to pass legislation beyond
local bills.

Like a savvy soldier, he is probing the perimeter defenses of the legislative leadership to see
how far he can get. In doing so, he's demonstrating one course by which Republicans could
make progress that, though incremental now, builds a foundation for when the GOP someday
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